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NOVEMBER 18, ONCENTER 

Just a reminder that registration is at 8:15 and the keynote will be at 8:30. There is a $5.00 park-
ing fee that we were unable to get waived, although we tried. You may wish to car pool. Here is the 

link to the full schedule: http://files.ocmboces.org/event/SLSConference/schedule.html#two 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES WORK  

Scholastic has updated the report they published in 2008; you all received a copy of 

this at that time. A 2016 edition is available at:http://www.scholastic.com/slw2016/   

SCHOOL LIBRARIES WORK IN NYS??? 

You will notice that there is scant information from New York State in “School Libraries Work”  To 
that end, there is a survey currently underway from SUNY-Albany and YOUR PARTICIPATION IS 
VERY IMPORTANT.  Below is the email about this survey from the professor at SUNY-ALBANY who 

is conducting the survey. 

Dear Public School Librarian, 
We need your help. You are invited to participate in the New York State Public School Librarian Survey 
2015.  This invitation is being extended to all school librarians employed in public schools in New York 
State. As a school librarian your response is critical in order to provide a comprehensive view from all 

levels and areas of the state relative to the school library's impact on student achievement. 

The survey is part of a larger research study, The School Librarian Effect on Student Academic Achieve-
ment in New York State conducted by researchers from the University at Albany, and funded by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS RE0415008115). The study will examine the effect of 
school librarians on student achievement in public schools throughout New York State  
 
The survey will take approximately 20 minutes to take, and the information that you provide will be 
very valuable in deepening the understanding of the role the school librarian plays relative to student 
academic achievement. The link to the survey can be found at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
NYS_Pub_Library2015  YOU NEED YOUR SCHOOL BUILDINGS BEDS CODE—SEE ATTACHED.  
 
This research has been reviewed and approved by the IRB. If you have any questions concerning your 
rights as a research subject or if you wish to report any concerns about the study, you may contact Uni-
versity at Albany Office of Regulatory & Research Compliance at 1-866-857-5459 or  
hsconcerns@albany.edu<mailto:hsconcerns@albany.edu 
 

NYS SENATE BILL S3931 
A bill has been introduced into the NYS Senate, that will require a librarian in every school in tNYS. 
We want this to pass. If it does not pass during this legislative session, we will not be able to intro-
duce such a bill for a great number of years, due to the current governor’s approach to education.  
However, we do have great support among the legislators and have reason to be very hopeful. This 
is happening at a time when there is a terrific shortage of school librarians.  
 
We need to communicate, NOT advocate. We need to communicate that we are teachers and are 
more than circulation clerks.  That is our best advocacy. Student achievement is your administration’s 
goal and we KNOW we can help them achieve that goal!   Here's the link where you can sign up to 
follow the progress of this bill. https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/s3931 
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FREE TOPICS OF THE WEEK FROM KIDS DISCOVER 

Free Topics from Shakespeare, Bees, Washington, D.C., Earth and Ancient India.  

https://app.getvero.com/view/1273252638/7e838e6ed8e1a3747752d76a16d256b1 

 

Lungs, Solar Systems, 7 Wonders of the World, Underground Railroad and Suffragists.  

https://app.getvero.com/view/1300782950/25823c746ce3430bb87e2fd547f6d7ff 

 

NORTHERN NEW YORK LIBRARY NETWORK NEWSLETTER 
Points North Newsletter - November 

 

DIGITAL PUBLIC LIBRARY OF AMERICA  

DPLA is pleased to share a recording of a November 3 webinar: "Using DPLA for Teaching and Learning."  
View the webinar: https://youtu.be/9KdqfH2t1YY 
 
This webinar provides useful information on the value of DPLA as a tool for teaching and learning and describes current DPLA educa-
tion projects, including the recently released primary source sets<http://dp.la/primary-source-sets>. Presenters include DPLA staff 

and members of the DPLA’s Education Advisory Committee<http://dp.la/info/education/education-advisory-committee/>. 

For additional information about DPLA and education, visit http://dp.la/info/education/. 

NEW EXHIBIT AT NYS MUSEUM  

Inspired by a new exhibit downstairs at the New York State Museum, The Coast and the Sea: Marine and 
Maritime Art in America, the New York State Library’s seventh-floor exhibit for November features images 

of seascapes, ships, ports and other examples of marine and maritime art.   

Selected books from the Library’s general collection feature artists whose work is found in the Museum ex-
hibit, including John Frederick Kensett, Thomas Birch, Howard Pyle and James Bard. Other books and prints 
explore the themes of the Museum exhibit, such as the New York harbor, as well as marine and maritime art 

in general. 

Wondering what the difference is between marina and maritime art?  See http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/

collections/maritimeart/index.html for an explanation, as well as more information about the display. 

DO REGULATIONS HAVE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES? 

Now there is a compelling question for those of you working with your social studies teachers!  This “Stossel in the Classroom” contest 

is open to all students.  Here is the link. http://stosselintheclassroom.org/newsletter/essay/?source=INB42 

FREE ART BOOKS 

Some of these and they are quite good. Please let your art teachers know of this. http://www.artresourcestransfer.org/#duc/catalog 

NYLA INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM ROUNDTABLE  (INFORMATION ATTACHED) 

https://app.getvero.com/view/1273252638/7e838e6ed8e1a3747752d76a16d256b1
https://app.getvero.com/view/1300782950/25823c746ce3430bb87e2fd547f6d7ff
http://createsend.com/t/d-0ED98C533FAAE8BA
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http://dp.la/info/education/education-advisory-committee/
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December Activities  

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/calendar/december/index.shtml 

 

FROM YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION: 

My name is Heather Turner and I am the co-president of CNYSL (Central 

New York School Librarians) and we planning an event we are calling an 

“Inquiry Lab” in February. Katie St. Laurent and I have some great ideas 

but we are looking for help and your ideas! We are looking for people 

who would enjoy helping with this effort. If this sounds like something you 

may be interested in please send an email to Heather Turner 

(hturner@solvayschools.org). We are only as strong as our members and we are looking for volunteers and participants. Email me or 

stop by the CNYSL Booth on Wednesday and say hello. Thanks, Heather Turner & Katie St. Laurent, Co-Presidents of CNYSL 

AWESOME OPPORTUNITY 
Please see the email below. If you are interested in serving on this review committee please let me know and I will put your name 

forward as a nominee. I happen to be a little biased and KNOWwe have outstanding school librarians in Oswego County and I 

would like to see one or two of these seats to go to one of our school librarians.  

The New York State Education Department is seeking educators for the New Your State Teacher Certification Exams (NYSTCE) Library 

Media Specialist Content Specialty Test (CST) item review committee meeting, January 2016. The purpose of this meeting is to review 

items for the Library Media Specialist CST. During the item review meeting, participants will review test items for content, accuracy, adher-

ence to development criteria, and overall quality. These items were developed to align with the approved exam framework. A copy of the 

approved NYSTCE assessment design and framework is available online at: http://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PDFs/NY_fld74_objs.pdf.  

 

The committees are typically made up of 10-12 educators. Representatives are needed from Institutions of Higher Education teacher prepa-

ration programs and P-12 educators as well as representing the geographic and ethnic diversity of New York State.  

 

Travel, lodging and meals will be reimbursed. Also, during the school year (contract days), the Evaluation Systems group of Pearson will 

reimburse a PreK–12 educator's school district for the cost of a substitute teacher. If interested, please let me know by Friday, Nov 20. 

 

COOL TOOLS UPDATE/CHANGE  

The SLS will be able to sponsor anyone who wants to participate, but we are 

going to do it a bit differently.  Any interested participant will make a check 

out to Polly Farrington for $100.  When you have completed the course, the 

SLS will reimburse you $75, thus keeping the cost at $25.  More news on topics 

and start date (sometime in November) will be coming soon.  I have seen the list of some of the topics and they will be most helpful. 

When life is sweet, say thank you and celebrate. When life is bitter, say thank you and grow. 

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/calendar/december/index.shtml
mailto:hturner@solvayschools.org
http://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PDFs/NY_fld74_objs.pdf
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CALLING ALL WRITERS OUT THERE: 
Library Outreach to Writers and Poets: Interviews and Case Studies of Cooperation Book Publisher: McFarland 
Carol Smallwood:  Water, Earth, Air, Fire, and Picket Fences (Lamar University Press, 2014);  Women on Poetry: Writing, Revising, 
Publishing and Teaching is on Poets & Writers Magazine list of Best Books for Writers. Vera Gubnitskaia: contributor, Bringing the 

Arts into the Library (ALA, 2014); co-editor, Continuing Education for Librarians (McFarland, 2013); indexer 

1)One or two chapters sought from U.S. writers, poets, academic, public, school, special librarians, LIS and Creative Writing 
faculty, sharing practical know-how about outreach, workshops, literary festivals, readings, librarian/author/poet visits to 
schools and other groups, spotlights-on-authors, book talks/clubs. Interview format chapters by librarians/writers/poets wel-
comed. No previously published, simultaneously submitted material. One, two, or three authors per chapter/interview; each by the 
same author(s). Compensation: one complimentary copy per 3,000-4,000 word chapter/interview accepted no matter how many 
co-authors, or if one or two chapters: author discount on more copies. Please e-mail titles of proposed chapters, each described in 

a few sentences by December 28, 2015, brief bio on each author; place WRI, Last Name on subject line: smallwood@tm.net 

Technology Instruction in Libraries for Staff, Patrons, and Students Book Publisher: McFarland 
Carol Smallwood, co-ed. Google  for Patron Library Use  ed. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2015); public library administrator, special, 
school librarian. Lura Sanborn, co-ed. Women, Work, and the Web, contributor, (Rowman & Littlefield, 2015); public, academic, 

school librarian. 

2)One or two chapters sought from U.S. practicing academic, public, school, special librarians about technology instruction 
for staff, patrons, and students. Chapters are encouraged that could apply to more than one type of library: public, school, 
special, academic, LIS faculty. Creative case studies especially encouraged. How-to chapters based on experience to help 
colleagues; innovation highly valued. No previously published, simultaneously submitted material. One, two, or three authors per 
chapter; each chapter by the same author(s). Compensation: one complimentary copy per 3,000-4,000 word chapter accepted no 
matter how many co-authors or one/two chapters: author discount on more copies. Please e-mail titles of proposed chapters each 
described in a few sentences by December 28, 2015, brief bio on each author; place TECH, Your Name on subject line: small-

wood@tm.net 

Male Gender Studies in the Library: Case Studies of Innovative Programs and Resources  Carol Smallwood:   Essays on Women's Stud-
ies in the Library (McFarland, 2016); public library administrator, special, school librarian. Vera Gubnitskaia: How to STEM: Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Math Education in Libraries. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2014); public, college librarian. Publisher: 

Rowman & Littlefield. Exploring feasibility---when enough responses have been received you'll be contacted. 

Anthology: 3,000-4,000 word chapters by public, school, special, academic librarians, LIS faculty and those involved with library 
outreach, programming, collection development, resources, community partnerships in the United States and Canada. Innovative 
chapters on a rapidly changing topic in popular media and an increasing presence in college and graduate classes.  One, two, or 
three authors per chapter; each chapter by the same author(s). Compensation: one complimentary copy per 3,000-4,000 word 
chapter accepted no matter how many co-authors or if one or two chapters: author discount on more copies. Please send title for 
one or two proposed chapters: one or two sentence description for each chapter; brief bio to: smallwood@tm.net with MAL in sub-

ject line by December 28, 2015 

Women's Studies in the Library: Case Studies of Innovative Programs and Resources Book Publisher: McFarland 

Carol Smallwood, ed. Library's Role in Supporting Financial Literacy for Patrons (Rowman & Littlefield, 2016); public library admin-
istrator, special, school librarian. Lura Sanborn, co-ed. Women, Work, and the Web, contributor, (Rowman & Littlefield, 2015); 

public, academic, school librarian. 

One or two chapters sought from U.S. practicing academic, public, school, special librarians, LIS faculty, sharing practical 
know-how about what works for women's studies programs and resources. Chapters are encouraged that could apply to 
more than one type of library: useful to public, school, special, LIS faculty. Proven, creative, case studies encouraged. How-to 
chapters based on experience to help colleagues; innovative workshops, outreach, grant resources highly valued. No previ-
ously published, simultaneously submitted material. One, two, or three authors per chapter; each chapter by the same author(s). 
Compensation: one complimentary copy per 3,000-4,000 word chapter accepted no matter how many co-authors, or if one or two 

chapters: author discount on more copies. 

Please e-mail titles of proposed chapters, each described in a few sentences by December 28, 2015, brief bio on each author; 

place WOM, Your Name on subject line: smallwood@tm.net 

The road to success is lined with many tempting 
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